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Can you hear me? Tuning in to the God who speaks  Brad Jersak 2012 
  

 I cannot teach you how to hear God’s voice as much as to 
reveal how you already are hearing God’s voice and have been for 
years. From the time of Adam, human beings have made an art form 
of distancing themselves from God and then blaming God for the 
distance.  
 I learned to love God’s Word from my mother’s knee and 
memorized it as a child. Bible college and seminary amplified the 
joy, pride, and need for approval that attended my life in the written 
Word. I lapsed into a bibliolatry that was far from the heart of God. 
Facts without love are not truth, but merely impotent words.  
 The first step to recovery was to recognize and repent.   As 
I looked through the book of Acts, I recognized none of the early 
Christian experiences or ministry in my own life. In fact, my version 
of the Christian faith would likely have been unrecognizable to the 
first apostles.  I took up Moses’ prayer from Exodus 33: God, I don’t 
just want to know about you, I need to know you. Teach me your 
ways to that I may know you.  I ask you as a witness to weigh the 
testimony herein for yourself.  
 (John 10:2-5, 14-15) The Lord is talking about his voice: 
he has one. He uses it. He speaks. His sheep—those who have ears 
to listen—hear it, know it, and follow it.  Hope-stealing cynicism 
may seem justified, even fashionable, but before the Good Shep-
herd’s voice, it is painfully inappropriate. 
 For me, prayer amounted to leaving phone messages on 
God’s answering machine. It isolated me from personal friendship 
with God and instilled a hopeless fatalism into my prayer life.  Even 
when dialing God’s 911 number, I expected nothing more than the 
same old answering machine.  I now realize the God was crying out 
to my deafened ears, ‘You think you’re board?” We tend to discard 
his intimate messages by abruptly “hanging up” the prayer-phone 
with a quick “amen” as soon as we’ve got everything off our chests. 
Picture God sitting on the other end of the line saying, “But you 
never gave me a chance to get a word in!” 
 We do hear him—we are just not aware that we hear him. 
Or perhaps were not willing or ready to listen. The air around you is 
saturated with voices and sounds. Radio waves flood past your ears 
carrying music, voices, and commercials of all types, but unless you 
turn on a radio and dial into a correct frequency, you will not per-
ceive them at all.  All that the Father has is mine; this is what I mean 
when I say that the Spirit will reveal to you whatever he received 
from me (John 16:14). The Holy Spirit will come and continue shar-
ing that which Jesus had left unsaid. He will guide us into all truth 
(John 16:13). The Spirit hears the Father and Son. He eavesdrops on 
their conversations—on the innumerable thoughts they exchange 
with one another. Those thoughts are about you and for you. Picture 
it: The Father and the Son are talking about you.   
 Acts 2:16-18 Each manifestation of the Spirit mentioned 
here—prophecies, visions and dreams—is a version of God’s voice 
established as long ago as Job himself. The age of the Spirit is not 
meant to be a famine or trickle of hearing. Rather, we’re to experi-
ence a roaring down-pour of God’s voice on everyone: every age, 

gender, and caste. The voice of the Lord is like the sound of many 
waters (Ps 29).  
 God’s voice calls us to repentance, obedience and sub-
mission; those who hear and obey are blessed.. Getting right with 
God is always and only a response to the grace-gift of his voice. 
The danger of refusing to head God’s voice is not that he will resort 
to the silent treatment. Rather, we are warned that he will begin to 
speak more clearly and more forcefully, which is not always a 
pleasant experience (remember Jonah?). You can hear his voice as 
an ointment that heals or a sword that pierces. In either case, it will 
bring freedom and life when we finally listen.  Most of the pro-
phetic words in Scripture are negative, not because God is grumpy, 
but because his love compels him to keep speaking to his wayward 
ones until they return home. Whether we are following God per-
fectly or running away feverishly, he graciously, relentlessly, even 
indiscriminately, continues to speak! 
 What other nation is so great as to have their gods near 
them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to 
him? (Deut 4:7). No one can come to me unless the Father who 
sent me draws him (Jn 6:44).  Regardless of how it comes, what 
ultimately draws a “yes” from our hearts to the kingdom invitation 
is always and only God’s voice.  My secret is that I need God—
that I am sick and can no longer make it alone. I need God to help 
me give, because I no longer seem to be capable of giving; to help 
me to be kind, as I no longer seem capable of kindness; to help me 
love, as I seem beyond being able to love.  
 When resistant people finally become believers, they are 
well practiced in hearing from God. Does there seem to be a “Holy 
Spirit highlight” on some words when you read the Bible? Like the 
enchanted armor of the Knight that gives him the power to defeat 
the dragon, the Bible is a book of Magic and Power and mystery. 
It is a collection of words, that have been breathed from Beyond 
and carry with the weight and authority of the Breath.  These are 
words with power to penetrate and interrupt lives and alter people 
for all Eternity. These are words that reach in from another world 
and imbed themselves in places more sacred and secret than the 
heart or the mind or the psyche. The Bible is a magical book, but it 
is not a book of magic. It is magical because its words are the 
breathing words of God. They are read and spoken so that the 
reader and hearer are confronted with the very voice of God. The 
Bible is a gateway to another realm, a portal that seeks to transport 
people from this reality to a better Reality—a Reality that is Way 
and Truth and Life.  As a magical book, it can only be read by those 
with ears to hear and eyes to see.  
 Genuine conviction of sin is the voice of God speaking to 
the heart about what grieves him. Why not also ask what pleases 
him? When you let God point out sin in your heart, why not also 
wait on him to affirm righteousness? Most Christians may have 
never asked the Lord if he is pleased with them or what he likes 
about them. It makes little sense. Imagine if every time your spouse 
paid you a complement or gave you a gift, you refused to receive 
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it. Imagine listening intently only when he or she pointed out flaws 
or demanded apologies. You would see such a relationship as abu-
sive and dysfunctional. Yet so often our prayer lives model this sick-
ness and project these negative images on God. It grieves God when 
unbelieving hearts spurn his blessings. As people come to mind, you 
might ask God what to pray for. Ask him about their needs, about 
how he sees them, and about how you might encourage them.  
 Our ability to hear God’s voice directly and accurately de-
pends on how well we’ve filled our hearts with the light of scripture.  
Apart from the Shepherd’s voice, the knowledge, wisdom and guid-
ance of Scripture is reduced to information. Apart from the Spirit, 
we can read about the living God without encountering him. 
 The doctrine of cessationism taught that once the canon of 
Scripture was complete, God had delivered his final word. When the 
last word of Revelation was written God ceased to speak. But the 
Bible models how God’s voice may be heard via messengers, cir-
cumstances, and direct messages to our hearts. Coincidences are the 
winds of God which, when followed, draw a treasure map into the 
blessings of God. When I became alert to divine coincidences, I 
didn’t just notice them more often. They also began to happen more 
often. He rewards those who seek him with a proliferation in the 
areas where we are attentive. He continues to speak to us symboli-
cally through daily events as if they were parables. Every sense is 
called sight. Jesus says, Touch and see (Lk 24:39).  
 On one hand, we tend to despise the weirdness of grandi-
ose prophets. On the other, we tend to devalue God’s voice in our 
own hearts because it isn’t accompanied by enough hoopla (This 
reminds me of Naaman in 2 Kings 5:1-27). Our recognition of the 
Shepherd’s voice grows in the same way that we come to know any 
other friend’s voice.  No one has ever seen God directly as he is with 
the naked eye. Yet he can and should be seen with the eyes of the 
heart. Paul explains this tension in his famed “love chapter” (Jn 13). 
Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see 
face to face. There may be 3 sets of eyes: body (physical); mind 
(reason); and heart (spiritual sight). Sometimes a religious spirit has 
raised its head to cry idolatry, witchcraft, heresy or New Age. One 
might well ask: “If the fruit of these warnings is spiritual blindness, 
which is truly the false teaching? Should we not be far more alarmed 
that we don’t see at all than by what we may see and test by God’s 
Spirit, his Word, and his church?  
 In Revelation, John is not just telling us about his vision of 
God. He is evoking a vision of God in us. My experience with non-
visual people is that they can normally trace their inability to see to 
a moment when they chose to shut their spiritual eyes.   
 My friend Kin Unrau took a road trip with me in which he 
taught me by example how to become good friends: it includes time 
spent together, asking many questions and listening carefully. If I 
want to grow from knowing God as Father to also knowing him as 
a Divine Friend, I should try asking friendship questions. Kin sug-
gested presenting the question and then taking note of what came to 
mind. Try asking God some friendship questions:  What’s grieving 
you these days? Why? What do you see when you look at me? Why? 
What do you like about me? Why? What do you see when you look 

at me? When was the last time you wept over me? Why? When 
was the last time you laughed over me? Why? If my heart is your 
home, what does that home look like? If you could play a game 
with me, what would it be? Why? 
 Prophesy is sharing something that you believe God has 
shown you. Everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their 
strengthening, encouragement and comfort. If your motive is love, 
if your purpose is encouragement, and if your content is scriptural, 
then you cannot miss. Listening to God and believing what he says 
can be risky and costly. But so can NOT listening to him and not 
believing him. Gods does not condemn our lurching efforts in 
learning to listen. He does correct, and sometimes he rebukes, but 
then he always returns with a bold promise.  
 Until a “word from the Lord” has been tested, we should 
hold it loosely as an alleged message from God. If it is true, it will 
stand up to open-minded scrutiny. Christians have distinguished 
the voice of God from 3 other voice-types—the world, the flesh, 
and the devil. The flesh is internal and generally refers to the dark 
side of our own mind, will, and emotions. The world is external in 
origin and relates to the corporate dysfunction of mankind. The 
devil refers to either oppressive or seductive message that originate 
in what the Bible calls the kingdom of darkness.  
 Ignoring all voices is impossible. We’re hard-wired to 
hear them. Retreating to the supposed safety of “figuring things out 
for ourselves” is just another version of the fleshly mind trying to 
think independently of God. That is neither safe nor wise. The gen-
uine voice of the Good Shepherd rises distinctively above all of 
them to speak works of life and hope that can be verified and em-
braced with great confidence.  
 Imagine a stool consisting of 3 legs and a seat. Each leg 
represents an authority by which we can weigh what we hear from 
God. They include the written word of God, the gathered people of 
God, and the indwelling Spirit of God. If all 3 legs support the con-
tent of a revelation, then we may abide on it in faith. Apart from 
the conviction of the Holy Spirit, the church would still be using 
the Bible to support slavery, women would still be silenced in all 
churches, and military crusades may have continued. The Spirit has 
led us into truth that our Bibles and church traditions alone did not. 
The reverse is also true: even if the church and the Bible seem to 
support a prophetic message, if the Holy Spirit does not confirm it 
in your own heart, take a second look. When we abide in the Lord 
and the 3 tests are in agreement, we are warranted in proclaiming 
confidently, “God has spoken.”  
 All emotions boil down to either consolation or desola-
tion. Messages from God bring consolation: they cause us to grow 
in faith, hope, and love, and interior joy. Desolation, on the other 
hand, diminishes faith, hope, and love, and is marked by apathy, 
sadness, and separation from the love of God.   
 The question, “Was that just me?” leads us unwittingly 
into serious spiritual potholes. It’s a question subtly designed to 
reinforce independence, introduce doubt, and end the conversation 
immediately. The Spirit of God is constantly trying to enter in con-
versation with our soul, but the goal of the flesh is independence 



3 

 

from God. “Was that truth?” Take note of what each question does 
to your faith lever and your ability to receive truth. When God 
speaks a word to your heart, the crux of the Mark 4 parable is: “What 
happens to the seed?” ”Is that just me?” makes us prone to discard 
the Spirit’s blessings and promises into the “imagination bin.” 
Doubt! And the word is gone, the conversation is over, the fruit 
never comes.  Such a mental neutral zone appears nowhere on the 
New Testament map. Paul suggests throughout Romans 8 that our 
mind is always focused on and flowing with either God’s Spirit or 
our fallen nature, aligning its loyalties to one kingdom or the other. 
Rather than being neutral, an imagination that is truly independent 
of God is rebellious, deceitful, and wicked.  
 The good soil represents the heart that asks a better ques-
tion, “Is that true?” If you are asking, “Why don’t I hear God?” go 
to this parable. The Sower is sowing his word in you. The question 
is, “What’s happening to his seed?” When God plants a seed, which 
questions are you asking? Our questions themselves arise from ei-
ther the flesh or the Spirit. Our questions are either doubt-filled or 
faith-filled. One lures you away from God, the other woos you to 
him. In asking, “Was that God or my imagination,” we also set 
God’s voice and our imagination at odds. The answer to that ques-
tion is frequently yes to both. Your imagination provides a stage 
upon which God acts—a venue for the mind of Christ (2 Cor 2:16). 
A better question is “What is on my imagination right now? From 
where is it coming?” “Is it true? Is it good? Shall I engage those 
thoughts or dismiss them?” “Is this the voice of the flesh or the 
Spirt?” Christ assures us: you can and will know (Jn 10:1-10). He 
never even considers a neutral third option. Is it in your imagination? 
Of course!  Is it in your mind? Absolutely! 
 Human creativity is the imitation of God. Spiritual epiph-
anies and human creativity are both examples of an imagination 
tuned to the Creator’s wavelength. Spirituality is creative; creativity 
is spiritual. Imagination provides the venue for both.  When we use 
the imagination “recreatively” we mimic Gods restorative pro-
cesses. Just as God uses the rain to wash pollution and dust from the 
atmosphere, he uses recreation to cleanse our minds from accumu-
lated emotional and mental smog. The Spirit can use our imagina-
tion as a vehicle with which to refresh us.  
 We meet with Jesus to behold and be held.  As we meditate 
on God, he is watching and listening, inspiring and responding. You 
will receive the desires of your heart—good or evil. The Christian 
prophet who tries to scan other people and “read their mail” rather 
than hear God’s diagnosis is out of line. The Christian use of psychic 
power is not prophetic. 
 They stayed at a distance and said to Moses, ‘Speak to us 
yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we 
will die? (Ex 10:18-19). It was only after this that the countless de-
tails and ornate ceremonies for Old Testament Judaism were deliv-
ered. Approaching God was mediated through priests with precise 
formulas and an elaborate spiritual security system. The presence of 
God was locked away in the vault of the Holy of Holies. Moses used 

to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, 
calling it “the tent of meeting.” Anyone inquiring of the Lord would 
go to the tent of meeting outside the camp.   
 The Rosary is basically a timing device. While outwardly 
the devotees pray vocally, inwardly they are called to ponder (vis-
ually behold; enter) 15 gospel stories. These include 5 joyous mys-
teries (surrounding Christ’s birth), 5 sorrowful mysteries (from his 
passion), and 5 glorious mysteries (from his resurrection and as-
cension). They are intended to be a devotional aid to the discipline 
of stepping into the Gospels at the heart level. The Jesuits made a 
discipline of 1st: to see the persons with the sight of the imagina-
tion, meditating and contemplating the details about them and 
drawing some profit from the sight. 2nd: to hear with the hearing 
what they are, talking about and reflecting on oneself, to draw some 
profit from it. 3rd: to smell and to taste the infinite fragrance and 
sweetness of the Divinity, the soul, and its virtues according to the 
person who is being contemplated; reflecting on oneself and draw-
ing profit from it. 4th: to touch, embrace and kiss the places where 
such persons put their feet and sit, always seeing to draw profit 
from it.  When many people use the same location to pray or wor-
ship there can be a sense of accumulated glory—it becomes holy 
ground. There is no structure so beautiful as a soul filled with vir-
tue. 
 A materialistic worldview infects much of the church. It 
allows that God exists, but he must be silent and distant. This is 
often referred to as practical deism. Christian deism: God set things 
up in the beginning but has pretty much left the running of things 
to us, only intervening in our lives if absolutely necessary. 
 Everyone who gives themselves to listening prayer even-
tually runs into “blocks” to hearing and meeting with Jesus. This is 
by design. He loves you and is up to something. It is because some-
thing exists in our heart that God wants us to see. He could speak 
past it, but in is kindness, the Lord is dissatisfied with leaving it 
there. If there is some sort of spiritual tumor in our souls, it is the 
goodness of God not to ignore it. Instead, he leads us directly to it. 
For this reason, I am not frustrated when I hit blocks, as if they are 
something standing between God and me that I must somehow cir-
cumvent on my own.  
 Ask God to show you what the block is. Don’t guess. 
Don’t try to figure it out. Just listen. If God identifies a block such 
as shame, it’s important to inquire where it came from. We can 
allow him to comfort us in this moment of shame, or we can ask 
him to cure us at the source of our shame. When in doubt, I just 
keep asking the Lord, “What needs to happen next?” until he tells 
me the block is ready to go. Mental blocks may arise when we dis-
card God’s voice because of our bondage to rationalism. If the an-
swer makes no sense, God is probably baiting us to ask more ques-
tions:” Why am I seeing that? What does it mean? I don’t get it. 
Can you tell me more?” To remove fear blocks, I don’t argue with 
the lies or try to repress them. I speak them aloud to the Lord’s face 
and wait for his response. To remove shame blocks we do the same. 
We speak our feelings directly to Christ’s face and wait for his re-
action. We remove pain blocks through honest confession of how 
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we feel. Sometimes God also waits to hear why we feel it. His silence 
is a sign that he is bringing us into an even more wonderful under-
standing of himself.  
 His promise was his presence, not failsafe projects. “Both 
your successes and your failures are to my glory.” Those who hesi-
tate to act because they fear making mistakes betray a misunder-
standing of God. They know him as “hard master” but not as friend 
(Mt 25). God’s desire is not to cripple our wills but to conform them 
to his. I don’t demand a sign in order to believe or obey God’s voice. 
I commit myself to stay on the read he has given me. The role of 
signs is to confirm that I’m still on the road. Signs are only meant to 
encourage us along the path of faith not to help us overcome our 
skepticism. His purpose is the thing that is happening to you AS you 
combine being led by his Spirit and led by his voice. If you’re alive 
by his Spirit today, his plan for you will roll out before you like a 
red carpet, one step at a time.  
 If you have an idol in your heart and you want it badly 
enough when you ask God for it, you will hear his answer “through” 
that idol as a “yes.” When he allows us to hear “yes,” we embrace 
the idol, stumble over it, and then cry out to God who, in his grace, 
restores us. This honors our free will, leaving it intact while walking 
us towards repentance and relationship with God. It redeems every 
stumble, changing it into something good in the end. It’s not about 
“teaching us a lesson.” It is about giving us what is best for use with-
out violating our will.   
 Discernment takes practice. He taught me to pay close at-
tention to what happens in my own heart as I start “pushing on the 
door.” If Satanic or natural obstacles are barring a door that God has 
opened, faith, prayer, and diligence will dislodge them eventually. I 
should feel God’s Spirit rising up within me to contend boldly with 
the blockage. On the other hand, when the Lord begins to shut, the 
door, the harder I push, the more I will sense that I am striving, ma-
nipulation, and forcing something to happen.  
 Children hear the Lord easier than anyone else. Virtually 
the only block that I ever encounter in them is their parents’ unbe-
lief. Bedtime prayers may include: Jesus, is there anything today that 
we could thank you for? Why? Is there anything that we need to say 
we’re sorry for? Will you forgive me? Is there anyone you want us 
to pray for? How? Jesus, what was the best part of your day? What 
made you happy? Children seem to be born with their spiritual win-
dows wide open. I find it helpful to invite Jesus into the room to deal 
with monsters. I ask the Lord to show our kids the angels and invite 
them to clean house.  

 For ministry, only by abiding in the Vine—waiting, wor-
shiping, and listening—would we produce fruit. By abiding in God 
and his Word, we developed our values first and then caught God’s 
vision. Many ministries project what type of fruit (expected out-
comes) they would like to see and identify those goals as their vi-
sion. Such vision is “fruit-focused” rather than “Vine-focused.” 
Values must precede vision. Values connect you to the Vine. True 
vision focuses on God’s vision of who we are to be today. It is 
“obeyable” today and every day. 
 Peace is the byproduct of doing justice and loving mercy. 
The cynic is a thief of hope. The beatitudes show us a type of “pro-
phetic respiration’ in which the disciple inhales the fullness of the 
Spirit in contemplative prayer then exhales justice and mercy into 
the community. They step into the meeting place of the heart and 
then emerge as lights into the darkness of a world-gone-mad. In-
hale and be purified. Exhale and bring justice. Inhale and receive 
peace. Exhale and be peacemakers. Inhale and be illumined. Ex-
hale and be light. Spirituality that only inhales is nothing more than 
pietism. It becomes bloated and useless (salt that loses its savor). 
The sins of Sodom: they did not help the poor and needy (Ez 16:49). 
In the beatitudes, Jesus teaches us how to breathe properly. He 
shows us both inner and outer spirituality—contemplation and so-
cial action, mysticism and mercy. Retreat to the mountain, the heart 
or the throne room. Then return to the city, the crowds, and the 
lepers.    
 
[You already are hearing God’s voice and have been for years. We 
have made an art form of distancing themselves from God and then 
blaming God for the distance. He continues to speak to us symbol-
ically through daily events as if they were parables. Prophesy is 
sharing something God has shown you. Retreating to the supposed 
safety of “figuring things out for ourselves” is just another version 
of the fleshly mind trying to think independently of God. The Spirit 
has led us into truth that our Bibles and church traditions alone did 
not. Christian deism: God set things up in the beginning but has 
pretty much left the running of things to us, only intervening in our 
lives if absolutely necessary. Signs are only meant to encourage us 
along the path of faith not to help us overcome our skepticism. The 
cynic is a thief of hope. The beatitudes show us a type of “prophetic 
respiration’ in which the disciple inhales the fullness of the Spirit 
in contemplative prayer then exhales justice and mercy into the 
community.]

 


